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Welcome to 
Saddleback’s Illustrated Classics™ 


We are proud to welcome you to Saddleback’s J/llustrated Classics™ . 
Saddleback’s Illustrated Classics™ was designed specifically for the classroom to 
introduce readers to many of the great classics in literature. Each text, written 
and adapted by teachers and researchers, has been edited using the Dale-Chall 
vocabulary system. In addition, much time and effort has been spent to ensure that 
these high-interest stories retain all of the excitement, intrigue, and adventure of 


the original books. 


With these graphically Illustrated Classics™ , you learn what happens in the story 
in a number of different ways. One way is by reading the words a character says. 
Another way is by looking at the drawings of the character. The artist can tell you 


what kind of person a character is and what he or she is thinking or feeling. 


This series will help you to develop confidence and a sense of accomplishment as 
you finish each novel. The stories in Saddleback’s Illustrated Classics™ are fun 


to read. And remember, fun motivates! 


Overview 


Everyone deserves to read the best literature our language has to offer. 
Saddleback’s Illustrated Classics™ was designed to acquaint readers with the 
most famous stories from the world’s greatest authors, while teaching essential 


skills. You will learn how to: 


¢ Establish a purpose for reading 

¢ Use prior knowledge 

e Evaluate your reading 

e Listen to the language as it is written 

e Extend literary and language appreciation through discussion and 


writing activities 


Reading is one of the most important skills you will ever learn. It provides the 
key to all kinds of information. By reading the Illustrated Classics™ , you will 
develop confidence and the self-satisfaction that comes from accomplishment — 


a solid foundation for any reader. 


Step-By-Step 


The following is a simple guide to using and enjoying each of your 
Illustrated Classics™ . To maximize your use of the learning activities 
provided, we suggest that you follow these steps: 


lie 


ee 


4. 


Listen! We suggest that you listen to the read-along. (At this time, 
please ignore the beeps.) You will enjoy this wonderfully dramatized 
presentation. 


. Pre-reading Activities. After listening to the audio presentation, the 


pre-reading activities in the Activity Book prepare you for reading the 
story by setting the scene, introducing more difficult vocabulary words, 
and providing some short exercises. 


Reading Activities. Now turn to the “While you are reading” portion of 
the Activity Book, which directs you to make a list of story-related 
facts. Read-along while listening to the audio presentation. (This time 
pay attention to the beeps, as they indicate when each page should be 
turned.) 


Post-reading Activities. You have successfully read the story and 
listened to the audio presentation. Now answer the multiple-choice 
questions and other activities in the Activity Book. 


Remember, 


“Today’s readers are tomorrow’s leaders.” 


William Shakespeare 


William Shakespeare was baptized on April 26, 1564, in 
Stratford-on-Avon, England, the third child of John Shake- 
speare, a well-to-do merchant, and Mary Arden, his wife. 
Young William probably attended the Stratford grammar 
school, where he learned English, Greek and Latin. Histor- 


ians aren't sure of the exact date of Shakespeare's birth. 


In 1582, Shakespeare married Anne Hathaway. By 1583, 
the couple had a daughter, Susanna, and two years later the 
twins, Hamnet and Judith. Somewhere between 1585 and 
1592, Shakespeare went to London, where he became first 
an actor and then a playwright. His acting company, The 
King’s Men, appeared most often in the G/obe theatre, a 
part of which Shakespeare himself owned. 


In all, Shakespeare is believed to have written thirty-seven 
plays, several nondramatic poems and a number of sonnets. 
In 1611, when he left the active life of the theatre, he re- 
turned to Stratford and became a country gentleman, living 
a quiet life. Then, on April 23, 1616, William Shakespeare 
died and was buried in Trinity Church in Stratford. Shake- 
speare is considered one of the greatest writers of the Eng- 
lish-speaking world. 
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Hamlet 7 


a 
Once long ago, King Fortinbras of Norway foughta battle | {y 
with King Hamlet of Denmark. The winner, they agreed, 

would become owner of all the other king’s riches. 


In the battle King 
Hamlet killed For- 
tinbras. The dead 
king’s lands were 
then given to 
Denmark. 


But soon 

King Ham- 

let himself | i 
1 died. Many & 

gathered at 

his funeral. 


The king’s brother 
Claudius became the new 
king. A month /ater, he 
married Hamlet’s mother. 


ES 


o) Then ae ‘ ”e my turn, Francisco. 
Be things began = de — Has your guard 
duty been peaceful? 
y af 


cs midnight, at 
§ the changing 
3 of the 
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Hello, my friend. 
Has that thing Horatio doesn't 
appeared again th believe us. But 


tonight? if it comes again, 4PPear. 
y —— Vi he will soe it 


Look! It 
comes again! 
> Last night, 
just when 
that star 


IM 


It looks just 
eG =| like the dead 


— = i< | 
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ae CAA 
j S Vd 
ie 


Speak It does 
to it, look like 
Horatio! the king! 


What are you, 
spirit? Speak 
to us! 


fo 


No, | saw it too! And it 
does \ook like the old 
king. He wore the same 
armor he fought in 
against Fortinbras! 


Hamlet 11 


| am afraid it is 
a warning of 


something bad 
for our country. 


Why do you 
say that? And 
why is the 
country pre- 
paring for war? 


‘ll tell you. You remember 
that our now-dead king once 
killed the old king Fortinbras 
in battle, They had agreed 
that the winner could take 
all of the loser’s lands. | 
—NEeee 


They say he 
means to take ‘ 
back from us And that 
yi . the lands his may be \- 
Now the son, young father lost. We = why King \ 
Fortinbras, has gathered] | must prepare Hamlet's 
an unlawful army. to fight if he ghost has ap- 
attacks us! peared to us! 


Suddenly the ghost returned. Horatio | “e 7 ou cana 
made up his mind that it would speak Y > NS 
; tellusofa L#= 
to him. } 
treasure you &J>\ 
= once buried, ba)} 
speak! 


ll hit it with 
my sword! 
Suddenly they 
heard a cock 
crow. It 
was dawn. 


‘\ > : r 
Stay and — j 
speak! Stop ij 
it, Marcellus! | 2 we 


y The ghost 

| had indeed 

‘ disappeared, 
for spirits 
could not 
face daylight. 


Keep silent about this, both of 
you! | will tell Prince Hamlet. 
If the ghost does talk, it will be 


That morning 
the court 
thered to 
ear a speech 
by King 
/audius. 


Thank you for at- 
tending the funeral 
of my brother, the 
late king. Thank 
you, too, for being 
here when | married 
my brother's lovely 


Hamlet 
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Such quick action was 
necessary to keep the 
country strong. 


What can 
| do for 


lf your father agrees, 
you may go. 


Then Claudius turned to Laertes, 
the son of Polonius, the king’s 


l[And now, 
*Laertes.... 


| returned here 
for King Ham- 
let’s funeral. 


Hamlet 15 


We all must die | 
someday just as 
your father did! 
Must you seem 
so sad? 


Prince Hamlet, son of the dead 
king, had also returned home 
from his studies abroad. Clau- 
dius turned to him. 


Ye \And now, 


ty Hamlet, what 
J |troubles you? 


My father’s 


Buta// of us 
must lose our 
fathers to death. 
And someday 
you will be the 
king! 


f y || will obey 
Denmark — 7 you and 
needs you J = f \Stay here, 
ig | don't : oy Mother. 
ask to 
leave us! 


The court session . 
ended. Everyone And yet, within My heart breaks, 


left but Hamlet. a month, she mar- but | must 
—— —— ried my uncle! keep silent. 


He was so good a 
king, so loving to 
my mother.... 


Greetings, Hora- 
tio! But why are 
you in Elsinore? 


—a" 
| came home Don't you 
for your mean my 
father’s mother’s 
funeral. wedding? 


That too, sir. 

It happened 
soon afterward. 
But the good 
king... your 
father... 1 
think | saw 


Before | leave 
again for France, 


dear sister, | must 
warn you... Prince 


Hamlet seems to 
admire you. 


Just then, 
Polonius ar- 
rived to say 
goodbye. 


‘Farewell, my son! 
Remember every- 
thing | told you! 


Meanwhile, Laertes, who had just 
come from seeing the king, sat 


tics, 


SS Ne 
_\_& 


h You saw him?4 Hamlet 


Tell me what 
you mean! 


Stay away from 
him, Ophelia. 
He is a prince 
and he must 
marry for poli- 
not love. 


Hamlet 17 


Horatio told 
4 Hamlet of 


had tried to 
make it 
speak. Great: 
ly excited, 


planned to 
go and see it 
for himself. 


| will, Father. 
And Ophelia, 
remember what 
| said about 
Hamlet! 


18 
j Laertes left, and Polonius 
é turned to his daughter. 


Prince Hamlet? | 
hear you've been 
spending much 
time with him! 


Fie doesn’t mean 
what he says! Do 

not believe him or 
see him alone! 


But, Father, he has 
spoken to me of love! 


WP \ shall obey, 
Father. 


Meanwhile, Hamlet waited 
anxiously for night, thinking 
about the ghost. When it was 
dark, he and his friends met on 
the castle ramparts. 


It wants 
you to go 
away with 
it! 


Itisvery What |thas 
cold to- time just struck 
night! is it? twelve! 
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m } z | am not afraid. 
spirit that will Vil follow itl 


drive you mad! 


The ghost led Hamlet to another ... you must kill the evil 
part of the wall, one who murdered me! 


_ 


7 ~<~ 1am your 
father’s 
Speak, poor spirit. If 
ghost! ever you 
loved me... 


The snake who took my 
life now wears my crown! 


2 eo 


' ‘T knew it! 
wats My uncle! 
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While | took a 
nap, my bro- 

, ther poured a 
deadly poison 
into my ear! 


You must not 
stand for it! You 
must get even 
with him! 


my crown, 
my queen 
were all 
stolen 
from me 
at once! 


But don’t harm 
your mother. Her 
conscience will 
punish her enough! 
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Goodbye, my | swear it! 
son. Remem- 
ber me. 


| will think of nothing 
but revenge! 


Prince Are you You must 
Hamlet! all right? never tell 
anyone what 
you have 
seen tonight! | 
Swear it - 
on my sword! 


Yes, of course! It was an 
honest ghost. But you must 
do something for me, friends. 


swear it! 
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There are more things in hea- 
ven and earth, Horatio, than 
you can ever know. 


No matter how odd | may 
seem, don't tell anyone 
about tonight. Now come, 
let's leave together. 


Weeks passed, 
and Hamlet 

was becoming 
very strange. 
Some said he 


att 


@ Ophelia! What's SS is Se 


the matter? 


— 
Or Father! | 
Was SO frightened! 


we 


He held me by the 
arm and looked into 
my eyes for a long 
time. Then he sighed 
so sadly! 


| was sewing. Prince 
Hamlet rushed into 
my room. 


His clothes were 
rumpled. His 
face was as white 
as his shirt! 
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ZZ 


| have re- 

turned his 

letters and 

Perhaps this madness is refused to 

caused by his love for you! see him as 

= a 2 you told me 
— to do! 


Have you spo- 
ken harshly 
to him lately? 


Sol did... 1 had forgotten! We must go the king and 
Perhaps | was wrong! tell him of this! 
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: ater Welcome, good Rosen- My son thinks 

Ry During this time, @ crantz and Guilden- highly of you! 
King Claudius stern! Thanks for re- 
and Queen Ger- turning to Denmark. 


trude had been 

very worried 

about Hamlet. 

They sent for 

two of his old 
\ friends. 


| hope you can help to 
cheer him up! 


Perhaps you 
can learn what 
troubles him. 


We are here «,» We'll do as 
to serve you! 3 you ask. 


Just as Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern left to find 
Hamlet, Polonius entered. 


NG A 
RY a 
TAF 


My king! | good news! 
think | have Tell us 
found the quickly. 
cause of 

Hamlet’s 

madness! 


Hamlet 25 


| believe it is caused by his 
father’s death and by our mar- 
riage so soon afterward. 


dam! It is his .. 
love for my 
daughter! 


her his most beautiful 
Ophelia. 


Hamlet said that 8s, sir, 


iq? she did 
to Opheliaz what I 


told her 
she must believe he How did she to do. She 


He says he cannot write 
good love poems, but 


loves her anyway. answer him? refused to 


26 


You think this ld be 

is the trouble. Itcou - Sometimes Hamlet walks 
here alone for hours. | 
will send Ophelia to him. 


é can find 
> Out if it is so. 
y | havea plan. 


Then the king 
and | will hide 
behind the cur- 
tain. That way, 
we will learn 
whether he 
loves her or not! 


Meanwhile, 
Rosencrantz 
and Guilden- 
stern had 
found Hamlet. 


TPE LUR CONTIN 


4 
My good friends! 
What brings you 
to Denmark? 


Hamlet 27 


Was it your 
own idea? 
Weren't you 
sent for? 


To visit you, dear 
sir. Nothing else. 


: called you here. | have lost 
My prince, we all pleasure in life. Perhaps 
were sent for. lam mad! 


No, you're not 
mad. And some- 
thing will please 
you soon, friend. 
A group of actors 
is coming here. 
They are the same 
ones you saw and 
enjoyed with us 
in the city! 
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Can you do “The Murder 
of Gonzago’’? 


We'll see it 
tomorrow! 
Good friends 
all, you are 
welcome. 


And could you learn 
a speech of a dozen 
or so lines and put 
it into the play? 


Alone, Hamlet talked 
to himself. 


| have waited and 
worried. | was 
afraid to act, afraid 
| was wrong. 


been Lepr las to 

the actors, Polonius 
and the king carried 
out their plan 

with Ophelia. 


But now I'll have 
these actors play 
a murder like my 


. father’ s! 
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if my uncle so 
much as turns 
pale, | will know 
he is guilty—and 
then | will kill him! 


Walk here, Ophe- 
lia, reading this 
book—and meet 
Hamlet as if by 
accident. 


The king and | 
will hide here 
B] and listen. Quick! 


30 


acca fair Yes, my prince. | have 
praia! things you gave me that 
| wish to return to you. 


Life is sad. If death 
is like sleep, it might 
be better to die. 


Not I! 1 gave 
you nothing! 


You did... and 
beautiful words 
as well. But 
words mean 
nothing when 
the giver proves 
unkind. 


Ah! Are you | don’t A beautiful woman 
honest? Are know what changes truth to 
you beautiful? you mean! lies! | loved you 


Indeed, you 
made me be 
lieve so 
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You should not have believed 
me. | love you not! Go enter 


Why should you have 
children who grow up 
to become sinners? 


if you must marry, marry 
__ ja fool! Wise men know 
—~~ too well what monsters 
}you women make of them 
with your painted faces, 
and your sweet talk and 
acting! 


It has driven 
me mad! | say 
we must have 
no more mar- 
riages! Go to 
a nunnery! 


32 


After this outburst, Hamlet left the 
room. The king and Polonius came 
out from their hiding place. 


How sad to see It is not love 
his noble mind for her that’s 
wrong. Nor 


so ruined. 


is it madness. 


There is something in 
his mind—something 
he broods over. It 

could mean danger! 


Yes, sir. But 


He must be first let his ; 
watched! I'll mother try She can talk to him 


send him to to find out after the play! And | 


England to col- his troubles! will hide myself where 
lect the money — if | can hear what they 


they owe us. are saying. 


eR: ‘ jf 
Ody 
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Meanwhile, the 
time for the play 
drew near. Ham- 
let spoke with 

the /eading actor. 


Speak these lines L f 
as | have told you, 
neither too strong 

nor too tame! | 


Then he 
called 


Horatio 

aside. SN 

a, scene inthe lf he does 
play is like what ] ef not show 

| believe about i” & lan his guilt, 
my father’s death. \S then it was 
Watch my uncle! ; HW ESN a false ghost 
See what he does! ir. ; Bi\n | we saw, and 


|| am wrong. 


Here he comes! 
Finda place, 
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Come, dear 

Hamlet, and No, Mother. 

sit by me! Here’s some- 
: one prettier! 


oe) Wee 
Lady, shall § lie 
in your lap? 


| mean, may | 
rest my head 
upon your lap? 


You seem Ahi tt 
very happy —— Wee 2 Y What else should a man 
% . be? Look at my cheerful 
mother, and my father 
dead only two hours! 


DB Mie, «. 
Bh oo ——_—= - ol Sey 
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Oh, no, sir! He And still not 
has been dead forgotten? 
four months! 


ar! 


Ss 
* 


| My fear for 
— you is as 
Zam, | great as my 


Long have we 
been married and 
loved each other. 
Now | am old 
and ill. 


You see... itisa 
king and queen, 


| will have no sec- 
ond husband! To 
/ love another would 
> be to kill you twice! 
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You think that now... 
but our feelings change 


If, once a widow, I be- 
come a wife again, let 
me be jailed without 

food or light or hope! 


The actor-queen left. Then, as 
the actor-king slept, another 
figure crept onto the stage. 


This is Lucianus, 
the nephew of 
the king. 


| am tired. 
Leave me, 
my dear, 
and | will 
nap awhile. 


Sweet dreams! 
, And let no- 

thing come 

between us! _ 


This poison will quickly 
end his life! _ 


y 


The nephew 
poisons him 
to inherit 
his riches! 
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Suddenly there was a disturbance. 


What? He’s 


Look! King Clau- frightened! 
dius is on his feet! 


<a 


é™ 


You will soon see how the 
murderer wins the love of 
the old kina’s wife! 


Stop all this! 
Give me some 
light! | must 
get away! 


The play was | saw very 
ended. Soon ‘Il take the z well what 
everyone had ghost’s word Sy happened 
left the hall ex- \ {or it, Horatio! when there 
cept Hamlet Mewas talk of 
and Horatio. = Doisoning! 
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At this moment Ro- / yy” 4 ss 
sencrantz and Guil- | \ = 
denstern entered G ie 

Y Pm |) ae i hen call 
the hall. A th yh t his oe 


; Bp tor! 
Vj 


Sir, the king is in his} P 
room. He is very an- a 4 { 
gry and sick! mm " 


and sends me 
mato get you. 


, 


Mm .- | Your mother is 
. ie worried 


Of course | will 
obey my mother! 


Alone, Hamlet talked 
to himself. 
My lord, the queen 
would speak with 
you at once! 
r 


| will go to see her—be 
cruel—speak daggers, but 
not use them! 


‘ 
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We will go 
quickly. 


Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern went 
immediately to 
the king. 


qa 


Hamlet is 
dangerous! | 

will send him to, 
England with 
you at once. 


After this, Claudius 
was feft alone. 


Just then Polonius 
came in. 


Hamlet is on his 
way to his mother. 
1 will hide behind a 
curtain and listen— 
and tell you at once 
what | learn! 


But | want to keep 
—— the crown... the 
| have murdered kingdom... the 
my brother! Can queen. How can | 
| ask heaven to ask to be forgiven? 
forgive me? 
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I can Kill Atm 
now—while he 


That would send his soul to 
heaven! | want to kill him as 
he sins, and send him to hell! 


Soon Hamlet reached his 
mother’s room. 


Mother! 


Mother! 


7 Ne 
Yes. Now 


Tell him cou canno ,. ick- 
longer protect him it ge 
from the king's an- ae comes! 
ger at his tricks! ; 


Now, Mother, 
what's the 
matter? 


Hamlet, you ’ Mother, you 
have made have made 
your father my father 
very angry. very angry. 
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Don't talk 

foolishly, Better foolishly 

Hamlet! than wickedly as 
4 you do, Mother! 


You are the 
—— 3 queen, your 
My son, have —_ husband’s bro- 
you forgotten __ther’s wife, 
who | am? and, alas, my 
mother too. 


No, you shall 
not move! 


| must bring 
someone here 
who can talk 


Not until | show 
you how you 
really look—what 
you really are! 


42 


Help! Help A dead rat now 


the queen! ill bet on it! 


He's killed 


Oh, what have 
you done! 


“1 don’t know. Did 
| kill the king? 


Goodbye, poor | $4 54 Air) What have 


fool. | thought 
you were your 
master! 


| done to 
J make you 
me act this w 
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Look at my noble father! 
Hardly was he dead when 
you married this man, his 


brother, a murderer! 
Se 


Oh, Hamlet, stop! You make me Stop! Let me 
think about what | have done, hear no more! 
and it disturbs me greatly! 


Then we will talk of something 
else. | am m being sent to England 
iends. ppey carry 


Pthink they plan 
trouble for me, but 
| will sab sound 
and trouble them. 
“fase y) /, Good night, Mother. 


Sadly, the queen 
went to Claudius 
and told him of 
Polonius’ death. 
Not long after- 
ward, Hamlet 
arrived. 


Hamlet, this deed 
means that we 
must send you 
away quickly—for 
your own safety! 


Where is 
— Polonius? 


Yes. The ship is 
ready ... your 
friends have sealed 
orders... every- 
thing is done! 


Good! We sail 
for England! 


7S 
<Q in heaven. Or 


= perhaps the 
other place! 


Rosencrantz and 
Guildenstern 
followed Hamlet 
out. Queen Ger- 
trude returned 

to her room. Left 
alone, a king 


By my secret or- 
ders, the English 
will put Hamlet 
to death! Then | 
will be safe! 
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And so it happened that as Hamlet went to his 
. ship, he came upon some soldiers. 
While all these - me 


things were tak- 
ing place, peace 
had been made 
with Norway. 
Young Fortin- 
bras had agreed 
not to fight 
against Denmark. 


a) /n return, he 
was allowed to 
4 lead his army 


across Danish 
territory. 


He is going to fight 
against Poland, to 
win back some land 
lost by his father. 


The land is not worth much. 
But his fight will be a matter 
of honor! 


father’s killer still lives! From 
now on, my thoughts will be 
only of revenge. 
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Hamlet sailed for 
England. But mean- 
while, since her 
father’s death, 
Ophelia had changed. 
When she spoke, she 
made no sense. The 
members of the 
court were sure she | 


aah - - | won't 
Lady Ophelia Wud ¢ speak 
wishes to see you. FAWe ) with her! 

age || is P ~~ 


¥ 


~ 


was insane. One is 


day... 


She is half- 
mad. She 
speaks of 
her father. 


em 


Tell her to : 
come in. Ophelia entered with a song. 


He is dead and gone; Dear 
At his head a grass-green Ophe- 
turf, lia! 

At his heels a stone. 


How long has 
she been like 


| hope all will be well; 
but | weep to think 
they put him in the 
cold ground. | must 
tell my brother! 
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| thank you. 
Come, get me 
my coach! 


My, Night, sweet 
S| ladies! 


‘| 


We have so many troubles, 
Gertrude! Ophelia’s father 
killed... your son to blame 
... people are whispering 
bad things! 


48 


Laertes has returned SiGdanITL. | 
secretly from France! [LSuadeniy... | | 


| Save yourself, 


He is listening to gossip : : 
: : isir! Laertes 
about his lathes s peat ye : at the head 


Laertes shall be 
king! We choose 
Laertes! 


A At this mo- 
} ment Ophelia 
appeared, 


of a mob has 
overpowered 
your guards! 


Evil king, where 
is my father? 


we 
But the king 
did not kill 
him! Be calm, 
Laertes! 


Here’s some 
rosemary. That’s 
to make you 
remember. 
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There’s a daisy. | would 
give you violets, Butt the Ld 
all withered 

when my 

father died. 


| grieve for your father, 
too. And you shal! 
have revenge. = 


Come with me. Lis- Very 
ten to my story. well. | 
You will hear whose will lis- 
fault it is. 


Hamlet’s ship 

was attacked by 
pirates... he was 
captured... the 
others sailed on 
for England! 


“!You are to send 
these other let 
ters to the king. 


Meanwhile, in 
another part of 
the castle, some 
sailors from } 
another country | © 
were brought to 
Horatio. They 

carried messages 
from Hamlet! 


And Prince 
Hamlet waits 
for you on 
the coast of 
Denmark. 


Horatio sent Hamlet’s letters to King 
Claudius. Then he hurried with the 
sailors to find his friend. 
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Meanwhile, the king was speaking 


with Laertes. 


... $80 you see, 
it was Hamlet 
who killed your 
father... and 
he thought he 
was killing met 


But why 
haven't 
you pun- 


ished him? 


His mother loves him very 
much, and | love her! The 
people love him too. But | 
shall tell you more later, and 
| think you will be satisfied. 


As Claudius said this, a messenger 


entered, bringing Hamlet’s /etters. | have a plan! He 


The letters say 
that Hamlet is 
still alive! He 
is in Denmark 
and asks me 
to see him! 


As long as 
will die... and i may be 
not even his the one to 
mother can blame 

me for it! 


eee ee 
Then | wil! 
accuse him 

of my father’s 
murder face 
to face! 


We have heard re 
ports that in France 
You became an ex 
pert sworasman 


And what 
of that? 


When Hamlet 
heard it, he 
wanted to try his 
skill against yours. 
We'll arrange a 
practice match 
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The practice swords 
will not be sharp. But 
Hamlet is so honest 
and trusting that he 
will not look closely 
You will pick a sharp 
sword—and use it! 
af 


Good! And 
just to be 
sure he 
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| will have a poisoned 

drink ready. When Hamlet 
is thirsty, he will drink from 
the fatal cup! 


One dreadful thing What? 
after another! Your Drowned! 
sister, Laertes... 

she is drowned! 


She climbed the 
branch to hang her 
flowers on it. The 
branch broke! 


She floated for 
yee poor a while, singing 
Ophelia! songs. And then 

she sank. 


| must leave! 
| will weep 
for her in 
private! 


We must follow 

sg him. Who knows 
what he will do 
now? 
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While Queen Ger- One that was a 
trude had been ex- woman, sir; but, 
plaining Ophelia’s : rest her soul, 
death, Horatio = s she’s dead! 

had gone to meet <a y ’ : 
Hamlet on the 

beach. As they 

returned together; 


Look! The king, the 
hep Whose body 
o they bury? Let 

us hide and watch! 


They’re 


Farewell! | had hoped ) Soy 4 burying 
to scatter flowers at _ 2% “, A Onbelia 
your wedding to Ham: : 

let, not on your grave 
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Go ahead now! Bury us 


Suddenly Laertes leaped in- both together! 


to the grave. 


Wait! Stop your work until 
| have held her in my arms 
once more! 


At this, Hamlet 7 | Laertes brags 
came forward —— fey of his sorrow 
and leaped into ’ / This is |, Ham 
the grave with = - >; »| let the Dane! 


Laertes. 


: oad Let go of me, Laertes! 
Hearing these _ sae =| don’t want to hurt you! 
words from his < SSNs TOD 
enemy, Laertes ES 

attacked him. 


None of this 
matters anyway. 
Come, Horatio. 


Why cy oie Hoes is 
me so? |‘ve always 
liked you, Laertes! mad! 


A fit will come 
on him some- 
times, but after- 
ward he is as 
gentle as a dove. 


Back at the castle, Hamlet 
told Horatio what had hap- 
pened to him. 


Secretly | read theL, 
sealed orders car- ( 
ried by Guilden- 
stern and Rosen- 
crantz. 


King Claudius 
commanded 

the English to 
cut off my head! 
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| rewrote the orders so that 
Rosencrantz and Guildenstern 


My prince, 
| have a 
message 
‘s Zz : from the 
ow wy * oe king. 


ig) 


your letter... 

the pirates, the 
= sea-fight, and 

your escape! 


Just then, a servant 
entered. 


Laertes is said to bea Six fine horses 
most skillful fighter , against six French 
with the sword, j daggers, that you 
7, Be / Se ' can fight as well 
A re : as Laertes does. 


But the king 
thinks you are 
just as skillful, 
and he has made 
a bet. 


| will fight : eat | will tell 
_ him here. _ the king. 
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A : Come, Hamlet, and 
Within a few ~s =~ take Laertes’ hand. 
minutes the G an /B 
members of 
the court had 
arrived to see 
the practice 
match, 


as 


1 HL 


| ask your pardon, Laertes. 
lf | have wronged you, | 
never meant to do it! 


= 


Come, we will play 
to win this bet! And one 
Give me a practice for me. 


Twill forgive you when 
my honor is satisfied. 


This will do. 
They are all 
the same 

length? 


This is too 
heavy. Give 
me another. 
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The test of fencing 
skill began. 


Well done, Ham- I'll fight 
let! Here is some this next 
wine for you... part first. 
with a pearl in it! Put it 


" Gertrude, 
The queen drinks poe 


to you, Hamlet! == cup} 


It is the poisoned 


cup! It is too latel > 
Vf 


Another © 
hit, Laertes! 
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Suddenly Laertes lunged and “a E, 
wounded Hamlet with his sharp At once Hamlet knocked Laer- F 
tes’ sword from his hand. Each 

fighter picked up the other’s 
sword... and they fought on. 


Both men are 
bleeding! How 
is that? 


The queen faints at 
the sight of blood! 


Bt | | \| {And | will 
aa | m -‘\die... hit 
oy ! . ~| with my 
YALA, ray! own sword! 


pe MAN 


3 > 
7 : ss ib 
I i's Yj Lock the doors! We'll 


Ih y find out what is hap- 
-——- }pening here! 


-<& 


* 


> 


No, no! The | 

drink, Ham- 

A let! | am | 
poisoned! dj 


This sword is poi- 

soned, Hamlet. You 
will be dead in half 
an hour, and | as 

well. Your mother’s 
poisoned. The king, 
the king’s to blame! 
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Then | must 
use it! 


| will drink and 


here, ' ie wi 
And here, you mur die with you! 
a / 


derer! Drink this! 
Follow my mather!. z 


No, Horatio. If 
you are my friend, 
stay alive and tell 
this story! 


I'm dying, Horatio. 
Fortinbras has my 
vote to become 
king of Denmark. 


=, 


Suddenly from out- 
side there were drum- 
beats and shots. 


like noise 


Young 
Fortinbras 
has come 
with his 
army from 
Poland! 


a 

His noble heart 
has stopped. 
Good night, 
sweet prince! 
May flights of 
angels sing you 
to your rest! 


Hamlet 61 


So many princes 
dead? So many 
bodies? What 

does this mean? 


Fortinbras 
entered the 


AWE 


- = JI — _—? 
Put the bodies high on a stage, and | 
will tell the world how these things hap- 
pened. The bloody acts, the wrong 
judgments, the mistaken purposes... . 


Take up the 
bodies. 


Let four captains 
‘_Jcarry Hamlet. Had 


jhe lived, he would 
have beenagreat 4 


be..\ 
1?) 


“The reader becomes enchantingly captured by this 
suspenseful Shakespearean tragedy.” 


Hamlet takes place in the early seventeenth century, at the 
royal castle in Elsinore, Denmark. The theme of the story . . . 
“revenge” .. . becomes Prince Hamlet's obsession. His split 
personality—one of warm, poetic sensitivity, the other, 
cruel madness—hypnotizes the reader. Other immortal characters 
such as Claudius, Gertrude, Polonius, Horatio, and Ophelia 
are just a few in the tradition of Shakespeare’s 
unforgettable characterizations. 
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